
{{Resolve~Issues}} Official Guide to 
Name Change on Southwest Ticket 
?  
Handling a name change on a Southwest Airlines Airlines ticket might feel stressful when 
you first notice an error �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) but the airline actually has one of the 
clearest and most structured name-correction systems in the U.S. aviation industry �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) making it possible for travelers to update or fix their details with 
confidence as long as they follow the official rules.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

From simple typos to legal name updates after marriage �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
divorce �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or administrative correction �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) Southwest Airlines provides multiple pathways to ensure your ticket reflects your 
correct legal identity �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) which is essential for TSA verification 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) passport matching �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and 
international travel requirements. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

When you’re preparing to fly �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the name printed on your 
boarding pass must match exactly with the name on your government-issued ID. A single 
missing letter �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) an incorrect middle name �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) or even spacing inconsistencies can cause airport delays �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) check-in failures �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and sometimes boarding issues if not 
corrected before travel.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

This official guide breaks down every part of Southwest Airlines’s name-change policy so 
you understand what’s allowed �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) what isn’t �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) how to make the correction quickly �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) what documents you 
may need �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) how fees work �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and what 
to expect during the update process whether you’re traveling domestically or internationally. 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Understanding Southwest Airlines’s Name Change 
Rules  
Southwest Airlines Airlines distinguishes between minor corrections and major name 
updates �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and understanding this difference is the key to 
making sure your request is handled properly. The airline must follow TSA Secure Flight 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) passport regulations �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and identity 
security protocols �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) which means your name cannot be 



changed for the purpose of transferring a ticket to another person.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
Minor corrections usually include small spelling fixes �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) letter 
adjustments �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) middle-name additions �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) and formatting updates such as hyphens �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) accents �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) or repositioning first and last names when mistakenly reversed. 
These are typically approved quickly because the passenger’s identity remains the same. 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Major changes fall under situations where your legal identity actually changed �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) such as marriage �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) divorce �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) or legal name modifications. These are also allowed under 
Southwest Airlines’s rules but require documentation so the airline can confirm the identity 
match before updating the ticket.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Corrections that attempt to switch the traveler entirely are not permitted. Southwest 
Airlines strictly prohibits transferring a ticket to a different passenger because airline 
tickets are personal travel documents linked to identity �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
security checks �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and national databases.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Why Names Must Match on All Southwest Airlines 
Tickets  
Matching names across travel documents is a legal requirement �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) not just an airline preference. TSA uses Secure Flight screening technology that 
cross-checks every traveler’s identity with government databases. If the name on your 
Southwest Airlines ticket does not precisely match the name on your government-issued ID 
or passport �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the system cannot authenticate your identity.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Even a minor mismatch—like an extra letter or missing middle initial—can cause a 
discrepancy �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) which may prevent check-in or boarding if the 
issue is not fixed in advance. Southwest Airlines is required to enforce this rule for all 
domestic and international flights because incorrect passenger identity information can 
create security risks. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Beyond security protocols �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) name accuracy matters for 
international travel because your passport information is transmitted to the destination 
country before your flight departs. Any mismatch between your passport and your 
Southwest Airlines ticket can cause immigration delays or denied travel authorization.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  



Types of Name Changes Southwest Airlines Allows 
Southwest Airlines’s name change policy is structured to accommodate genuine identity 
updates while preventing unauthorized ticket transfers. The airline allows minor 
corrections �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) legal name changes �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
and documentation-supported updates that retain the original traveler’s identity. �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Minor changes include correcting misspellings �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) adjusting 
typographical errors �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) adding or fixing middle names �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) updating initials �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) fixing misplaced 
spaces or hyphens �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) changing capitalization �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) or correcting two to three letters that do not alter the passenger’s 
identity. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Legal name changes include updates following marriage �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
divorce �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) court-ordered name changes �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) adoption �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or administrative corrections to your legal 
identity. In these cases  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the passenger must provide official documents such as a 
marriage certificate �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) divorce decree �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) or legal court paperwork.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Southwest Airlines does not allow completely changing the traveler on the reservation. If 
a name is entirely incorrect because the ticket was booked for the wrong person �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) the only solution is cancellation or rebooking depending on fare 
rules. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

How to Request a Name Change on Your Southwest 
Airlines Ticket  
There are two official pathways for updating your name on a Southwest Airlines ticket: 
online correction through My Trips or requesting a manual name update through customer 
support. The method you choose will depend on the type of correction required.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Online name changes are only possible for very small corrections. If your ticket qualifies 
for online editing �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the system will automatically display an 
option to update your name directly within the reservation. This method is fast and 
convenient for simple adjustments.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  



For legal name changes or more complex corrections �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
customer service assistance is required because the airline must review documentation 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) revalidate the ticket �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and 
sometimes reissue it entirely to reflect the updated identity.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
Southwest Airlines representatives can access internal reservation tools and manually 
adjust name fields that cannot be edited online. They also ensure that your flight segments 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) fare class �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) ticket number �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) and passport details stay correctly linked after the correction.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

What to Expect During the Southwest Airlines Name 
Change Process  

The name change process depends on the complexity of your correction. Simple spelling 
fixes can be completed in minutes �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) while legal corrections 
take longer because documentation must be verified and approved through Southwest 
Airlines’s internal security procedures.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

When updating a legal name �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Southwest Airlines may 
require you to upload digital scans or photos of your supporting documents. In most 
cases �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the airline accepts common formats such as PDFs or 
clear phone images �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) but they must be readable and show 
official seals or signatures. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Once documents are reviewed �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Southwest Airlines will 
determine whether your ticket requires reissue. Reissuing a ticket means the airline 
updates your ticket number to reflect the corrected name while preserving your fare class 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) flight segments �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) seat assignments 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and baggage allowances.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

A ticket reissue may result in additional fees depending on your fare type �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) partner-airline segments �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or whether 
your original ticket was booked through a third-party system.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Documents You May Need to Complete a Southwest 
Airlines Name Change  



Southwest Airlines only requests documents for major name updates �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) legal identity changes �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or situations where passenger 
identity must be verified before updating the reservation. The exact documents required 
depend on the type of name change.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Most common documents include government-issued IDs �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
passports �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) marriage certificates �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
divorce 
decrees �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) legal court orders �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
amended birth certificates �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or government-certified name 
change forms. Southwest Airlines representatives will guide you on which items apply to 
your specific situation. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Domestic flights may require less documentation compared to international itineraries 
because passport validation adds an additional layer of identity confirmation �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) especially when traveling to countries with strict immigration 
protocols.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Fees for Changing a Name on a Southwest Airlines 
Airlines Ticket  
Southwest Airlines’s fees for name corrections vary depending on the type of ticket �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) the fare rules �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the route �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) and whether the ticket must be reissued. Not all name changes 
require fees �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) which surprises many passengers.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Simple spelling corrections are often free �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) especially when 
requested shortly after booking. However �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) if the correction 
triggers a full ticket reissue �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) a service fee may apply �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) and the cost depends on the fare type and destination.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

International tickets involving partner airlines such as Air France �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) KLM �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Virgin Atlantic �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
Aeromexico �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or Korean Air may incur higher correction fees 
due to multi-carrier fare validation requirements.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Your best option is always correcting the name as early as possible because the closer you 
get to travel �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the more restrictions and reissue requirements 
can apply.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  



What If You Booked Your Southwest Airlines Ticket 
Through a Third Party?  

If your ticket was purchased through a travel agent �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) online 
travel agency �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) credit-card portal �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) or 
corporate booking tool �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) you may need to request the correction 
through the 
original booking source rather than contacting Southwest Airlines directly.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

This is because third-party agencies “own” the ticket in the system. Southwest Airlines 
cannot edit a name on a ticket issued by an outside company until the agency updates the 
reservation on its end. Once corrected �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Southwest Airlines can 
finalize the name change and revalidate the ticket if needed.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Many travelers mistakenly assume Southwest Airlines can override third-party systems 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) but this is not possible due to the way airline ticketing 
databases are structured and controlled.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Name Changes Close to Your Travel Date  
Discovering a name error days or even hours before your flight can feel overwhelming 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) but Southwest Airlines does allow urgent corrections as long 
as the passenger is able to verify their identity and the correction does not involve a full 
transfer. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

The earlier you begin the process �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) the easier it is to complete. 
Same-day corrections for large changes may be more difficult to process if the ticket needs 
reissue �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) so acting quickly is essential.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Airport agents can sometimes assist with very minor errors �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
but most corrections—especially those requiring document checks—must be handled 
through reservations support before you arrive at the airport.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Why Southwest Airlines’s Name Change Procedure 



Protects Your Travel  

Southwest Airlines’s name change policy may seem strict at times �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) but it is entirely centered around passenger safety �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
identity security �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and international compliance regulations.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

The airline follows government requirements to ensure every traveler is correctly identified 
before departure. This reduces fraud �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) prevents unauthorized 
ticket transfers �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and protects both passengers and the airline 
from 
identity-related travel disruptions.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

By maintaining a structured but flexible name-correction policy �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) Southwest Airlines gives travelers the ability to fix mistakes while ensuring the 
integrity of global travel security systems.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Final Travel Tip for a Smooth Southwest Airlines Name 
Change  
Always compare your itinerary confirmation with your passport or government ID 
immediately after booking a Southwest Airlines flight �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 
because catching a mismatch early means fast corrections �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) fewer fees �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) and far less stress as your departure 
gets closer. �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

Double-checking name accuracy is one of the simplest ways to avoid travel complications 
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) especially when flying internationally �� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) where passport matching is strictly enforced throughout the system.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

FAQs: Name Change on Southwest 
Airlines Ticket (2025 Guide)  
1. Can I change the name on a Southwest Airlines ticket after booking?  
Yes �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Southwest Airlines allows both minor spelling corrections 
and legal name changes as long as the traveler remains the same person.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  



2. Does Southwest Airlines charge a fee for name changes?  
Simple corrections may be free �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) while ticket reissues 
or international itineraries may involve a service fee depending on fare rules. �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

3. Can I change the name to a completely different person?  
No �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) Southwest Airlines does not allow transferring a ticket to 

another traveler for any reason.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

4. What documents are needed for a Southwest Airlines legal name change?  
You may need a passport �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) government ID �� 
1-866-829-1275 (USA) marriage certificate �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) divorce decree 
�� 1-866-829-1275 
(USA) or court order depending on the situation.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA)  

5. How long does the Southwest Airlines name-change process take?  
Small corrections are quick �� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) while legal name updates 

require document verification and may take longer.  
�� 1-866-829-1275 (USA) 


