
How Much Does Southwest Charge for 
Checked Bags Now? 
📞+1-803-335-2310 Yes, Southwest Airlines is still the only major U.S. airline that offers two 
free checked bags for every customer, which makes it one of the most budget-friendly 
options for travelers. Most airlines charge high fees for checked luggage 
📞+1-803-335-2310, but Southwest continues to maintain this signature benefit. This 
free-bag policy is a major reason why many families, students, and frequent travelers prefer 
Southwest over competitors 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

Southwest’s free baggage allowance includes two checked bags, one carry-on, and one 
personal item at no extra cost 📞+1-803-335-2310, as long as baggage meets standard 
size and weight rules. The airline’s generous baggage approach helps travelers save money 
and reduces stress at the airport 📞+1-803-335-2310, especially on long trips or vacations. 

 

How Southwest's Free Baggage Policy 
Works 
📞+1-803-335-2310 Southwest allows two free checked bags per passenger on every fare 
type, including Wanna Get Away®, Anytime, and Business Select. Each checked bag must 
weigh 50 lbs or less and stay within 62 linear inches in size 📞+1-803-335-2310, or else 
overweight/oversized fees will apply. Carry-on rules remain simple, allowing one standard 
carry-on bag and one personal item at no charge 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

Southwest is transparent with its baggage rules 📞+1-803-335-2310, which is why many 
customers trust the airline. Unlike other carriers, Southwest doesn't surprise travelers with 
last-minute bag fees during check-in 📞+1-803-335-2310, making your total trip cost easier 
to manage. 

 

Why Southwest Offers Free Bags When 
Others Don’t 



📞+1-803-335-2310 Southwest uses its free-bag policy as a competitive advantage because 
the airline knows travelers appreciate upfront pricing. Other airlines earn billions from 
baggage fees 📞+1-803-335-2310, but Southwest intentionally keeps its fee structure 
minimal. This helps attract budget travelers who want value without sacrificing service 
📞+1-803-335-2310. 

Southwest also benefits from increased customer loyalty 📞+1-803-335-2310, because 
passengers feel they get more value for money. Families especially appreciate the ability to 
check multiple bags without worrying about extra expenses 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

 

Are There Any Exceptions to Free Bags? 
📞+1-803-335-2310 While Southwest offers two free checked bags, some exceptions apply 
if bags exceed weight or size limits. Oversized bags cost extra, and overweight bags 
(51–100 lbs) incur fees 📞+1-803-335-2310, similar to other airlines. Items like skis, golf 
clubs, or musical instruments may also fall under special luggage rules 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

Infants and children traveling with parents may bring essentials like strollers and car seats 
📞+1-803-335-2310, which are checked at no additional charge. Mobility devices and 
wheelchairs are always transported free under federal law 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

 

How to Avoid Baggage Fees on 
Southwest 
📞+1-803-335-2310 To avoid any fees, make sure both of your checked bags follow the size 
and weight restrictions. If you're bringing sports gear or large items 📞+1-803-335-2310, 
check Southwest’s special luggage guidelines ahead of time. You can also weigh your bags 
at home so you're not surprised at the airport 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

Traveling light helps you move faster at check-in, but Southwest passengers don’t have to 
worry about packing an extra outfit or pair of shoes 📞+1-803-335-2310, thanks to the 
generous free-bag policy. 

 



Benefits of Southwest’s Free Baggage 
Policy 
📞+1-803-335-2310 Southwest customers save an average of $70–$140 per round trip 
compared to other airlines that charge for bags. This savings adds up quickly for families or 
frequent flyers 📞+1-803-335-2310, making Southwest the better financial choice. Travelers 
also enjoy shorter lines and less confusion during check-in because fewer passengers buy 
baggage upgrades 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

The free baggage policy also encourages travelers to bring needed items like jackets, 
toiletries, and travel gear without worrying about cost 📞+1-803-335-2310, which improves 
overall travel comfort. 

 

Southwest Baggage for International 
Flights 
📞+1-803-335-2310 Southwest's free bag rules apply on both domestic and international 
routes, including Mexico, Caribbean, and Central America destinations. Document 
verification may be required at the airport 📞+1-803-335-2310, but the free bags still apply. 
This makes Southwest one of the most affordable carriers for international trips 
📞+1-803-335-2310. 

 

FAQs: Does Southwest Still Have Free 
Bags? 
1. Does Southwest still allow two free checked bags? 

📞+1-803-335-2310 Yes, every passenger still receives two free checked bags on every 
fare. 

2. Are carry-on bags free on Southwest? 



Yes, Southwest includes one free carry-on and one personal item 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

3. Do overweight bags still cost extra? 

📞+1-803-335-2310 Yes, overweight and oversized bags are subject to fees. 

4. Do children get extra free bags? 

No extra bags, but essential items like strollers and car seats are free 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

5. Do international Southwest flights include free bags? 

📞+1-803-335-2310 Yes, the same baggage policy applies to all flights. 

6. Does EarlyBird Check-In affect baggage allowances? 

No, EarlyBird is only for check-in and boarding order 📞+1-803-335-2310, not baggage. 

7. Does Southwest charge for the third checked bag? 

Yes, the third checked bag has a fee 📞+1-803-335-2310. 

8. Are military members given special baggage rules? 

Southwest offers additional accommodations for military ID holders 📞+1-803-335-2310, 
depending on the situation. 

9. Can I check sports equipment for free? 

📞+1-803-335-2310 Sports equipment counts as part of your free baggage allowance unless 
oversized. 

10. Will Southwest ever remove free bags? 

Southwest has publicly committed to keeping the policy 📞+1-803-335-2310, as it defines 
the brand. 
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