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Subject: Flooding Can Happen Anywhere It Rains – Know Your Zone
Flooding is the nation’s costliest natural disaster, and it doesn’t only affect homes near rivers or creeks—if it rains where you live, it can flood where you live. As spring rains approach, MSD Project Clear is encouraging residents and business owners across the St. Louis region to better understand their flood risk through its Know Your Zone initiative. 
St. Louis often experiences intense rainfall over short periods of time, which can overwhelm creeks, streams, and stormwater systems. These conditions can lead to overland flooding in areas that may not be considered high-risk. A changing climate is contributing to more frequent and more severe rain events, making flood awareness more important than ever. 
Many property owners are surprised to learn that most homeowners and renters insurance policies do not cover flood damage. While flood insurance is required in designated high-risk zones, most properties in the region fall into low-or-moderate risk areas and may not carry flood insurance at all. However, one in three flood insurance claims come from these lower-risk zones. The average flood damage claim is nearly $60,000, and just a few inches of water can result in more than $10,000 in repair and replacement costs. 
Know Your Zone helps residents and business owners understand their risk and explore available options. By entering an address into the interactive map at KnowYourZone.org, users can see whether a property is in a high, moderate, or low-risk flood zone. The site also provides information about flood insurance and other resources to help people decide how to best protect their property. 
While MSD Project Clear is not a flood authority, it recognizes that people often look to MSD for answers when flooding occurs. Know Your Zone is one of the several tools used to help the public prepare for increasingly intense rain events, alongside ongoing system maintenance and major investments in stormwater infrastructure across the region. 
Learning your flood risk now can help avoid unexpected costs later. Visit KnowYourZone.org to learn more.  
